
lmportant lnformation: Commercial Land Wind Turbine Siting in
Southeastern Massachusetts

Since the construclion of Interstate 195, development has placed pressures on open
8pace tor residentiEl housing on the South Coast and Cape Cod. Open spac€ and
recreetion plans ha\€ bsen e8teblished in the densely populated residential locations
along thE Bhoreline, which include the state parks system, The be6t wind resourcas are
found along the shoreline among the waterfront residential property locations and stale
parKa.

The state ot Massachusetts is about to set Btandards for reeDonsible develooment of
lend-be8ed commercial wind turbines through the Wind Energy Siling Reform Ac-t. Th6
cunent standerds for setbacks are the leest Droteclivs in the world.

The Wind Energy Siting Rsform Ac't will shift conlrol ovor lhe permitting from localzoning
boards to the Massachusetls Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB). Thi6 opens
con8titutionelly protected lands io industrialwind turbine development. The EFSB he6
never turnod down e power plant, ThiB acl muld change the character and economy of
our area.

Communities have 866n conc6rnad citizens' groups bring legEl actions again8t the
plac€mont of commorciel wind turbincs too close to re8idential propcrty. The main
conclrn8 includc; lce ihrow, shedow flickcr a8 the sun risos and scl3 (the blados ofthe
turbinos c€use a fllckering in the windo$/8 of homes), eirplen€ night wemlng atrobe
light8, noise i8su6s, sotbecks in ca8e the blades break 8way, and In general the
ple@ment of a commsrcial product in resldenlisl-zon€d locations.

Through th6 n6w loglElation, Massachusctts choose8 to rodefinc proparty rights through
the Wnd Energy Slting Retorm Act. The state need8 to protec,t Indivlduels from bearing
tho burdans impoBed by tho tekings cleuse of the Fifrh Amsndmsnt of the Constltution. A
quote from this emsndmsnt i8: "nor shell private property b6 taksn for public use, without
just compon3ation." The placemsnt of commorciel wind lurbinos in resid8ntial locations
by zoning changa or speciel permit i8 I form of intervention called e "police power," or
plecing restriclion8 on land use 8clivities lhal could be injurious to the health, morals and
safsty of the community.

For example, Mattapoisett had a recent evenl where the Massechusetts Dept. of
Conso]vation and Recreation in partnership with th€ Town of Mattapoisett placsd a
metsorologlcel tor,r€r 160 foet tell in Nasketucket State Reservation from 2005 to 2007.
The installalion was based on a flawed study done by a semi{uasi state egency. We
were told at that time the land would fall underArticle 97. The only future use of the park
wa8 rocreation and that the met tower wae being set up for "educational purposes."

PLEASE NOTE: This listening session is about wind development on public landE and
mak8s no mention of the Wnd Energy Roform Ac't. We n68d a legal public hearing. The
axscutive branch is doing the8€ listening sessions. The legislative branch should hold
the public hesring. Since the Joint Committee is the one hendling this legislation, they
Bhould be the on6 to hold the public hearing.

Thankg, Concemed Citizens for Responsible Wnd Po\ rer: Frank HagEerty and Joe DeLEO


